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If you ever see a peacock pass by, it is 
a wonder to behold. A long tail of 
bright blue-green eyes shimmering in 
the sun. And then if you have the 
luck to watch a male hoist it’s feath-
ers skyward, it will take your breath 
away. The first time this happened, I 
ran to focus my camera, thinking I 
had a rare opportunity to catch one 
of nature’s wonders.  
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For me, capturing the image of the peacock in full courtship was one of trial and 
error. The Flamingo Gardens in Davie, Florida a have a large ostentation of pea-
cocks (translation – a group of peacocks is called an “ostentation” or a “muster”) 
and there were a number of opportunities to see them in full display.  I’ve been 
back a few times, and over time, I have gotten better and honing in on the details 
that make a more visually compelling photo.    

The first photo I took had a bright background that made the feathers seemed sparse. 
Other tries got me closer, let me “place” the lowest row of feathers in a symmetrical 
pattern at the bottom of the photo, or close in to feature the tight woven gold center-
piece where the flowers originate.  

Catching peacocks in the right light can also 
make their blue feathers seem iridescent 
when thy catch the sun. The most unex-
pected surprise on my trips to Flamingo 
Gardens was the discovery that there whit 
peacock (or peafowl). White peafowl have 
a genetic mutation called leucism. This 
causes the inability of pigment to be depos-
ited into their feathers which results in a 
white appearance. I have not had the good 
fortune to capture a white peacock in full 
display, photographing the while and blue 
peacocks together make for an interesting 
contrast!  
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TAKEAWAYS 
1. With peacocks, like any animal, be patient, take lots of photographs, and be pre-

pared for return visits if you want to get better angles and framing. 
2. Look for good framing opportunities by moving around. In the shot of the white and 

blue peacock above, I walked a round the pair until I was standing in a position 
where they were lined up and the blue head plumage of the blue peacock was 
framed in the white feathers of the other one. They didn't stay still long, so shoot 
quickly and then look for better angles for more options. 


